
In August, I was invited by 

eight other artists and makers to 

exhibit at the First View Gallery 

at the National Trust property, 

Stourhead in Wiltshire. This was 

another first for me and I was 

apprehensive as to how my work 

would be received? Again I 

should not have worried as the 

most popular pieces were my 

framed wall art works.  

This success has also brought 

further potential invitations from 

other galleries, so I hope 2020 

will build on the success of this 

year. 

Whatever happens in the 

future I will never loose sight of 

what made me start making 

Dorset Buttons. Each piece of 

work I make, I give thanks to all 

those men, women and children 

who worked in this cottage 

industry, a heritage craft that 

once helped support the poorest 

families in Dorset. I enjoy 

passing on my skills to others 

and I will continue to run 

workshops and give talks about 

Dorset Buttons to groups.  
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It doesn’t seem like twelve 

months since I was wishing you 

all the best for 

2019. How the 

time has flown by 

with an action 

packed year and 

meeting such 

lovely fellow 

Dorset Buttoners. 

It is astounding 

that nearly 1,000 

of you have 

subscribed to 

receive my Dorset 
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straining my wrist twice! 

However all was well as I had 

enough work to fill my studio. I 

was apprehensive and 

wondered if art lovers would 

find my work of interest and 

make the decision to visit my 

studio in a small village near 

Shaftesbury in Dorset. I should 

not have worried as many 

visitors were intrigued to see 

my work.  The start of the week 

was slow but as word spread, 

the last weekend was amazing 

and many visitors left very 

flattering messages in my 

comments book. 

What an eventful year 2019 

turned out to become! I 

managed to take my Dorset 

Button making into a new 

dimension by making wall art 

which have become works of 

art. I’m thrilled to say that I 

have now become known not 

only as a crafter but also an 

artist. The jump 

from one to the 

other has taken a 

long time to gain 

acceptance by 

fellow artists.  

During the year, I 

spent much of my 

time preparing and 

showing my work in 

art galleries and 

participating in art 

festivals.  

The first four months of the 

year, I concentrated on making 

framed pieces ready for the 

Wylye Valley Art Trail in May. 

My studio was open on all ten 

days of the trail. Unfortunately, 

I was hindered with making and 

creating by my stupidly 

First View gallery, Stourhead, Wiltshire 

Wishing you a happy and creative 2020 

Button eNewsletter and I would 

like to thank you all for your 

interest and 

support over the 

last year. 

Wishing you a 

very happy and 

creative 2020 and 

I look forward to 

receiving 

information on 

the Dorset Button 

projects you have 

planned for this 

coming year.  



Above and left: Birdseye 
buttons on cashmere cardigan 

with bead flowers. 

I have always been intrigued 

by the Dorset Button known as 

a Birdseye. Even the name 

conjures up possible images on 

how this button should look. 

However, of all the Dorset 

Button range it is the simplest 

to make. The original method 

was to wrap a piece of fabric 

into a doughnut shape with a 

hole in the middle and blanket 

stitch over the fabric. They are 

very lightweight buttons and 

excellent embellishments for 

any garment with a button 

fastening but without the 

weight of standard buttons. 

When these buttons were 

introduced into the Dorset 

Button range is not known. 

Were they a progression from 

the High Tops and Dorset 

Knobs with the disk of sheep’s horn 

placed at the bottom of these 

buttons removed?  During the 

1500s and 1600s, similar buttons 

were being made by covering fabric 

with thread one of which is similar 

to the chevron interweave button. 

In her book “Buttons a 

passementerie 

workshop manual” Gina 

Barrett covers a wide 

range of thread buttons 

including the chevron. 

It is thought that 

originally these buttons 

would have been used 

on baby’s clothing, but 

and a 23mm ring. The instructions will be 

for the Blandford Crosswheel button. 

During my research into original clothing 

featuring Dorset Buttons in museum 

collections, this is the design I have 

found to be the most commonly used. 

These kits will be available from my 

website and Etsy shop (Henry’s Buttons) 

from the beginning of February. 

with my trips to 

view original items 

of clothing in 

museum collections 

around England, I 

have yet to find 

evidence of this. If 

you can send me images of original 

buttons on original items of 

clothing to substantiate this theory 

I would appreciate your help. 

But how are these buttons used 

today? Through their simplicity I 

have found a number of uses for 

these lovely buttons 

including as part of a 

collage piece 

featuring Dorset 

Buttons and as 

decorative buttons on 

an old cashmere 

cardigan. Let’s not 

forget the humble 

Birdseye.  

A new Dorset Button kit by Anna McDowell 

The family business that Abraham 

started was to continue for two 

hundred years and affected the 

lives of many thousands of people 

in east Dorset. In 2022, we will be 

celebrating 400 years since the 

birth of this cottage industry.  

Do you think this is an occasion 

we should be celebrating? If so I 

would like to hear from you. If we 

can build a good team we should be 

able to organise an event in Dorset 

to commemorate this momentous 

occasion. 

I would welcome your thoughts. I 

know two years is a long way 

ahead but if you think this is a date 

we should acknowledge please 

complete this very simple survey 

Birth of the Dorset Button industry . 

Thank you for your comments 

and help.  

Should we celebrate the anniversary of the Dorset 
Button industry?  by Anna McDowell 

The humble Birdseye by Anna McDowell 
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The Dorset Button 

industry was said 

to have started in 

1622 by a 

professional 

soldier of fortune 

called Abraham 

Case. Abraham 

sought his fortune in warring 

Europe and on his return married 

and settled in Shaftesbury, Dorset. 

Earlier in the year I was lucky to 

purchase job lot of lovely vintage 

Swedish linen thread. It’s not as 

fine as the original thread used but 

certainly makes a very authentic 

looking Dorset Button. I have 

decided to use some of it for 

Dorset Button kits so button 

enthusiasts can have a go and see 

for themselves how working with 

linen is a joy. Linen threads today are 

no way as fine or as easy to work with 

and that is why this is such a find. 

I have two weights and the one I’m 

decided to use first is a #40/3 weight. 

This is finer than all other threads I 

have used in my kits and if you feel 

like having a go at working a button 

the kit will include 5 yards of thread 

Original Birdseyes from my collection showing the underside of 
the button in the middle. The three buttons mounted on yelloe 

card indicate they were not of the top quality. 

South East view of 

Shaftesbury, Dorset. 1785  

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8XXL2/


I’m always interested in your button 

projects and collections and was 

thrilled when Susan sent me these 

images from her collection. What I 

like most about her images is the 

diverse way Dorset Buttons have 

been used. I particularly like her 

collection of bouquet buttons. These 

are just a few of the images Susan 

sent to me.  

Susan describes her collection as 

follows:  

Right: Dorset Button brooches pop up 

on all sorts of items and these 

gardening gloves are a good 

example. Bought years ago they 

have never been used (of course) and 

are part of a collection of Dorset 

Button associations I show as 

samples while teaching. 

Middle right: A sample smock made 

using embroidery from the Mills and 

Boon publication Dorset Feather 

Stitchery by Olivia Pass, the smock 

from a craft magazine and the Dorset 

Buttons to make it authentic; all for a 

medieval dress up day at school 

Bottom right: This is a 

box of samples of all 

sorts for a Button making 

class to look at  including 

original buttons. 

Bottom left: Bouquet 

buttons - the descriptions 

for each button is as 

follows. Top left: an 

opshop find (opportunity 

shop, thrift store, place 

where second hand 

goods are sold ). Top 

right: a button worked in 

raffia probably 1930s 

Middle left: a silk thread 

button. Middle right: is 

made from old stockings. 

Bottom: button worked in raffia, 

probably made in a classroom many 

years ago. 

Thank you Susan for allowing me to 

share your images with other Dorset 

Button collectors and enthusiasts. 

If anyone else has a collection that 

they would like to share with other 

Dorset Button enthusiasts please 

send your contributions to Henry’s 

Buttons and I will try to feature them 

 

in my next Dorset Button 

eNewsletter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Dorset Button collection from Susan 
Lendon 
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Share your news, views and projects  

I’m always interested to hear your news, views and especially any projects you may be involved in featuring Dorset 

Buttons. From the emails I have received in the past, I know there are many talented buttoners amongst you. If you 

would be willing to share your Dorset Button news with other like-minded people, I would welcome contributions to 

this eNewsletter. Please email your information preferably with an image to Anna McDowell at 

dorsetbuttons@henrysbuttons.co.uk 

Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy’s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Tuesday 31st March 2020 

Dorset Button - Beads, Ribbons 

and Fun 

This workshop was requested by 

experienced buttoners who wanted 

to test their skills with a new 

challenge. The workshop will be 

centred on the Dorset ‘Cartwheel’ 

Button. Participant will be able to 

experiment with different yarns and 

threads including ribbons and lace to 

explore the textures they have when 

working a Dorset Button. The use of 

beads will also be explored. The 

challenge is to incorporate the 

minimum of four different yarns to 

show off their individual properties 

into the overall design of the 

finished button. This workshop is for 

experienced buttoners.  

Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy’s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 

hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk  

Thursday 16th April 2020  

Droxford Embroiderers Group 

Workshop 

Venue: Droxford Village Hall, The 
Square, Droxford, Hampshire SO32 
3QL 
Time: 10.00am – 3.30pm 

Details: Contact the Droxford 

Embroiderers 

Street, Shaftesbury,Dorset SP7 8AE 
Time: 11.00am – 12.00pm 
Entry and Details: Entry is free and 
for further details contact 
Shaftesbury Library on 01747 
852256 

 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 

Dorset Button Workshop for 

beginners 

Learn a traditional Dorset craft in 

the lovely woodland setting which 

inspired the writer Thomas Hardy. 

This workshop will be run by Anna 

McDowell (from Henrys Buttons) who 

will share her creative flare with 

attendees to create their own 

traditional Dorset Button, with a 

modern twist of colour and different 

threads. 

Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy’s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 

Dorset Button Workshop – 

Extend your skills 

Extend your skills of Dorset Buttons 

with new designs such as the daisy. 

This workshop will be run by Anna 

McDowell (from Henrys Buttons) who 

will share her creative flare with 

attendees to create their own 

traditional Dorset Button, with a 

modern twist of colour and different 

threads. 

Skill level: Advanced. Knowledge on 
how to make a Dorset ‘Cartwheel’ 
Button essential. 
Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 

Tuesday 14th January 2020 

Dorset Button Workshop for 

beginners 

Learn a traditional Dorset craft in 

the lovely woodland setting which 

inspired the writer Thomas Hardy. 

This workshop will be run by Anna 

McDowell (from Henrys Buttons) who 

will share her creative flare with 

attendees to create their own 

traditional Dorset Button, with a 

modern twist of colour and different 

threads. 

Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy’s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Saturday 8th February 2020 

Dorset Button Demonstration 

Shaftesbury Library are organising a 

series of maker craft demonstration 

during January and February. On 

Saturday 8th February I will be 

demonstrating the heritage craft of 

Dorset Buttons. 

Venue: Shaftesbury Library, Bell 

Workshops and Events for 2020 

For full details of all 

events please visit  

the Events Page on 

my website  

Henry’s Buttons 

Dorset Button workshop in 
my Studio at Undercliffe 

Cottage. 

If you interest in attending a 
workshop in my studio please 
contact me at  Studio 

Workshop 
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