
Over the years many people 

have asked not only why I make 

Dorset Buttons but also what do I 

do with them. 

In May, I took part in the 

Wylye Valley Arts Trail. I 

decided it was time to 

demonstrate that Dorset 

Buttony is more than just a 

craft for supplying buttons for 

garments. For over six months, 

I worked on textile collage 

pieces which I had framed and 

hung in my new studio ready 

for viewing. For those who 

expected to see these buttons 

on items of clothing I also 

prepared examples on how 

handmade buttons can 

transform an outfit.  

Just prior to the event, I was 

asked by a journalist to 

answer a few questions about 

myself. Here are a couple of 

them with my answers: 

How does your particular 
region of South Wiltshire inspire 

you? 

I regard myself as very lucky 

give me much opportunity to visit 

other venues but if the 

opportunity arises, I always head 

straight for anyone who works in 

textiles. Whoever I visit, I always 

find inspiration from other 

creative people. That is why I 

enjoy exhibiting at the Cygnet 

Gallery in Shaftesbury. 

What does the Wylye Art Trail 

mean to you? 

The Wylye Valley Art Trail gives 

me the opportunity to show off 

my work in my own studio so 

people can see what I‟m trying 

to do with turning a heritage 

craft into an art form. I look 

forward to meeting people and 

will be serving basic 

refreshments and hope visitors 

will engage and share the 

wonderful view I have from my 

studio. 

I had a very successful week 

which was followed by another 

exhibition at the National Trust 

property at Stourhead, Wiltshire. 

Dorset Buttons are not just for 

fastening garments! 

Dorset Buttons are not just for 
clothing by Anna McDowell 
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Dorset Arts & Crafts Annual Exhibition 

Every year I try to 

spend time at this 

annual exhibition 

which is one of the 

largest and oldest of 

its kind in the 

country. Members of 

the Association who 

have worked on a 

project throughout 

the year, enter their 

work to be judged by 

knowledgeable 

crafters. As you 

might gather, it‟s the 

Dorset Crafts category I‟m most 

interested in and in particular, the 

Dorset Buttons section.  

Unfortunately, I was unable to 

visit this year to see the 

entries, but I understand that 

the Dorset Button section was 

lacking in entries. This is such 

a shame as you would have 

though this Dorset Craft 

exhibition would attract many 

entries. So where are you all? 

I encourage you to think about 

exhibiting next year to make 

it a special year for Dorset 

Buttons ready for 2022 which 

celebrates four hundred years 

of the start of this cottage industry.  
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as I live in an area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, a 

place where I grew up. After 

working for fifteen years in 

London, I made the decision to 

leave and return to my roots, an 

area where I have always found 

peace and inspiration. 

What will you be looking at 

during the Wylye Art Trail? 

Opening my own studio will not 

A cartwheel design, worked 
in variegated thread, in blue 
tones reminiscent of the 
Dorset coastline and in a 
driftwood style frame by 
Kara Killer  and was awarded 

a gold award.  



My husband and I have owned 

Saab cars since before getting 

married, 1979 

was our first, a 

swop on a 

motorbike. 

We 

immediately 

joined the club 

and later with 

others set up 

our own club 

specialising in 

the early 

models. Our 

holidays have 

consisted 

travelling 

abroad to 

International events, including to 

Sweden to take the car home to the 

factory. My husbands 'Bucket list' 

was to attend a Convention 

somewhere in America. When he 

retired it became reality in 2017 

flying to Los Angeles. He is on his 

third trip, last year I joined him in 

Maryland and this year he is off to 

Colorado! The Americans are so 

back in the family tree records, and 

someone added an extra T along the 

way. I‟ve been busy making the Dorset 

Button, one each to the Dorsetts in my 

family, and hope to send with the button 

the history you kindly shared, thank you. 

I‟ve got around twelve to make.  

“Can we drop in to see your studio?” by Anna 
McDowell 

kind, giving him lifts, collecting and 

dropping him to events. Travelling 

light he finds it difficult to 

thank people with gifts other 

than filling their cars with 

petrol. He asked me to make 

these to give to those who 

have helped him every year, in 

Club America colours, a couple 

of extras for the wives of those 

dedicated petrol heads! I typed 

up a short note with each one, 

to tell the new owner what they 

now possessed and directed 

them to Henrys buttons. 

The double button is for the 

wife of owner of the Saab 

museum in Sturgess South 

Dakota while visiting as a part 

of the event. A lovely lady, totally 

dedicated to the museum from 

selling tickets to dusting the cars. 

News from Lorraine Chapman, a new buttoner from 
Australia  

few days, later the doorbell rang and 

there was Rune and her husband 

Paul. They had taken a chance in the 

hope I was in. Apparently, they were 

visiting family in the area and 

wanted to meet me before continuing 

their holiday in the north of England. 

Luckily I was in and Rune and I 

spent a very happy hour talking 

Dorset Buttons, threads and yarns. It 

is always lovely to spend time with a 

fellow enthusiast.  

A few days later I received another 

email from Rune “Thank you so much 

for letting me visit your workshop 

studio. I have walked away in awe. I 

am looking forward to having a go at 

buttons when I get home where I can 

focus better. Thank you for all your 

help and advice.” Rune, it was my 

pleasure and thank you for your 

interest. 

Dorset Button in Saab colors by Trudy 
Hodges 
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Earlier in the year, I received 

an email from Rune from the 

USA who said “We are in 

Dorset and we're hoping to 

drop in. We are especially 

interested in buying a copy of 

the book you published that 

does not seem to be 

available anywhere in the 

USA.” So I replied with 

information as to where she 

could buy my book in my 

local town of Shaftesbury. A 

I have just joined your mailing list 

to receive your Dorset Button 

eNewsletter. I‟ve never emailed 

any of the pins I have on my 

Pinterest board, but I‟m  bit 

excited to be doing this. I just 

wanted to share with you that I 

found the Dorset buttons a few weeks 

ago and ripped straight into learning 

and making some buttons, but you‟re 

the first I‟ve seen that I can join with 

other enthusiasts.  

My maiden name is Dorsett, spelt 

with two TT, it used to be one T going 



Four years ago I moved to 

Gloucestershire, leaving my long 

association with Dorset buttons 

behind 

me. It 

was a 

good 

move, to 

be near 

part of 

my 

family, 

and 

Cheltenham has 

much to offer, but I 

miss the buttons and 

my many friends. 

Deciding to work 

with a new interest I 

joined Montpelier Quilters, a lovely 

group of ladies with amazing skills 

with little pieces of fabric and 

design that is impressive. Just 

sewing bits of material together, 

which was what I had attempted 

before, seems very amateurish 

when I am now learning about 

many complicated techniques. 

There has been only a small 

interest in any buttons I have 

shown -until - a group of us visited 

an excellent patchwork shop in 

Newent for a demonstration. That 

included a rather complex method 

for a zip pull using wooden frames. 

I whispered that I had a simpler 

way for a 10minute lesson when 

we got back home! 

creditable first attempt. Many 

congratulations and I hope you 

enjoyed making your first Dorset 

Button. 

I would also like to compare this 

first attempt with an image of a 

Dorset Button held in Gold Hill 

Museum, Shaftesbury. This shows 

how close Sonja‟s is to an original 

I was truly amazed when I 

received an email from „Sonja‟ 

with an image of the first Dorset 

Button she had made using 

instructions downloaded from the 

internet. I don‟t know where Sonja 

is from, but if you read this, thank 

you for contacting me. I think you 

have managed to make a very 

button. This button, probably dating 

before 1850, is also mounted on a 

black card, but in this case the black 

indicates that the 

button has been 

graded as second 

top quality (pink 

card was for top 

quality buttons).  

Back to back singletons connected 

to the metal zip pull with crochet 

cotton or a small strap of fabric was 

such a simple effective solution and 

at at last they saw how Dorset 

buttons could be useful. I was 

popular! Maybe I can persuade 

them to try others, one lady has 

already made some nice 

crosswheels. I hope you all keep 

making, teaching, and 

experimenting with the Dorset 

Buttons, and please keep in touch.   
 

Note: for anyone who is new to 

Dorset Buttony, Marion wrote the 

first booklet on how to make these 

lovely buttons entitled “Fact File How 

to Make Dorset Buttons” She was also 

an expert buttoner. 

An idea for Christmas from Barbara Schey by Anna 

McDowell 

Sonja’s first Dorset Button by Anna McDowell 

family and friends all over the world 

(they are relatively easy to post and 

light-weight). Other popular gifts are 

my wrist-warmers which I knit out of 

the finest soft wool yarn.  

Earlier in the year, Barbara Schey 

from Australia sent me an image on 

what she had made for her daughter 

as a Christmas present. “I was 

desperate to find something to give 

my daughter for Christmas. She loves 

pink, orange and lime green (not my 

favourite colour combination) so I 

made her a brooch of Singletons 

inspired by one made by my long 

term mentor, Marion Howitt. 

Carleen loved the brooch.”  

Expert buttoner, Marion Howitt 

made many button brooches similar 

to Barbara‟s which was one of her 

signature designs. Thank you 

Barbara for sharing this image.  

News from Marion Howitt expert buttoner. 
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With Christmas only four 

months away, I expect you 

are all busy thinking of 

what to make as special 

gifts for family and friends.  

I hope you are thinking 

Dorset Buttons and ideas for 

incorporating these lovely 

buttons into your projects. 

Over the years, I have made 

many Christmas tree 

baubles which have been sent to 

Original Dorset Button  



Share your news, views and projects  

I‟m always interested to hear your news, views and especially any projects you may be involved in featuring Dorset 

Buttons. From the emails I have received in the past, I know there are many talented buttoners amongst you. If you 

would be willing to share your Dorset Button news with other like-minded people, I would welcome contributions to 

this eNewsletter. Please email your information preferably with an image to Anna McDowell at 

dorsetbuttons@henrysbuttons.co.uk 

Christmas Craft Fair 

Visit my stand for Christmas gifts all 

featuring my handmade Dorset 

Buttons. 

Venue: Allendale House, Wimborne, 
BH21 1AS 
Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Entry: 

 

Saturday 30th November 2019 

Blandford Fashion Museum 

Open Day to celebrate the last 

day of the season 

Pop in for a chat whilst I 

demonstrating Dorset Buttony. I will 

also have my kits, instruction 

booklet and other gifts featuring 

Dorset Buttons ideal for Christmas 

presents. 

Venue: Lime Tree House, The Plocks, 
Blandford Forum, DT11 7AA 
Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Entry: Contact the Museum for 

details 

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 

Dorset Button Workshop - 

Sparkle and Shine Christmas 

Decorations 

Create „Dorset Buttons‟ which 

sparkle and shine and can be used to 

help decorate your home this 

Christmas. This great workshop will 

enable you to learn a new skill or 

refresh old ones while creating a 

truly bespoke item to bring out 

every Christmas. 

Venue: Hardy‟s Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, DT2 8QH 
Time: 10.00am to 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy‟s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 

hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

Venue: Malmsbury  Town Hall 
Time: 7.30pm 
Entry: Contact the organisers 

 

Wednesday 9th October 2019 

Inspire Stitchers of Salisbury 

Talk on the History of the 

Dorset Button industry by 

Anna McDowell 

Venue: TBC 
Time: TBC 
Entry: Contact the Inspire Stitchers of 
Salisbury 

 

Tuesday 22nd October 2019 

Dorset Button Workshop for 

beginners 

Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy‟s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Tuesday 5th November 2019 

Dorset Button Workshop – 

Extend your skills 

Extend your skills of Dorset Buttons 

with new designs such as the daisy. 

Skill level: Advanced. Knowledge on 
how to make a Dorset „Cartwheel‟ 
Button essential. 
Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy‟s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Saturday 23rd November 2019 

Dorset Arts & Crafts 

Association 

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th 

September 2019 

Dorset Artisans Craft Marquee 

Dorset County Show 

Dorset County show Dorset Artisans 

Craft marquee featuring handmade 

quality arts and crafts from Dorset, 

including Henry‟s Buttons Dorset 

Buttons. 

Venue: Dorchester Showground, DT2 
7SD 
Details: for full details go you the 
Dorset County Show website 

 

Tuesday 17th September 2019 

Dorset Button Workshop for 

beginners 

Venue: Hardy's Birthplace Visitor 
Centre, Higher Bockhampton, near 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8QJ 
Time: 10.00am – 12.30pm 
Entry and Details: Tel: 01305 
251228, Hardy‟s Birthplace on 
Facebook or 
hardysbirthplace@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

 

Tuesday 24th September 2019 

Malmesbury Branch of the 

Embroiderers Guild 

Talk: Dorset Buttons – the rise 

and fall of a cottage industry 

Events for 2019 

For full details of all 

events please visit  

the Events Page on 

my website  

Henry’s Buttons 

Dorset Button workshop in by 

Studio at Undercliffe Cottage. 

If you interest in attending a 
workshop in my studio please 
contact me at  Studio 

Workshop 
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