
These are certainly very 

strange times as we watch the 

seasons change from our 

homes. Winter is now a memory 

and spring is well on the way. 

Spring is always an uplifting 

season as it is a time for 

rebirth. It is also a very busy 

time as the birds are 

beginning to nest. The trees 

and flowers are blossoming. 

The smell of the first cut of 

mown grass. This pandemic 

that is ravaging countries 

worldwide has made many of 

us stop to think. We are told 

to keep safe by staying 

indoors and distancing 

ourselves from others. It has 

also given us an opportunity 

to get creative.  

I’m distancing myself and 

only going out for absolute 

necessities such as food and an 

hour for daily exercise. It is 

during my exercise time whilst I 

walk the lanes around the 

house and watch spring 

blossoming that I post your 

end of the ball. So far, I have 

completed one collage piece 

using tweed patchwork pieces 

and nearly finished two further 

pieces; a large 30cm 

button and a piece based 

on slow stitching using 

an old and very warn 

antimacassar. I still 

have more yarn to use 

up so what next? 

The rest of the yarn may 

well go in developing 

something inspired by 

the Dorset Arts and 

Crafts Association new 

Photo Challenge. You can 

read more about this 

challenge on page three 

of this eNewsletter. 

Taking the two photographs of 

circles and squares I feel a 

design developing using this 

combination which I have used in 

the past with success. The use of 

colours will also be an 

inspiration so watch this space! 

I hope this terrible time will 

soon end and you all keep safe. 

These challenging times by Anna 
McDowell 
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A new kit by Anna McDowell 

I thought I'd have a go at 

putting together a Dorset Button 

flower kit to celebrate the 

coming of spring. 

I used two different types of 

yarn. A Falkland Islands merino 

4ply wool for the buttons and a 

Dorset Down organic 4ply for 

the petals. As I’m not an 

experienced knitter, I asked a 

friend from my knitting group, 

who is an experienced knitter, to 

work the petals to make certain 

my instructions were correct. The 

group were very taken with this 

idea and said I should expand it and 

use other colours! One even said I 

should make one for each season!  
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orders. The rest of my time I’m 

at home spending long periods 

in my studio dreaming up new 

projects for my Dorset Buttons. 

My latest idea is based on the 

theme “take one ball of wool”. I 

set myself the challenge to use 

one ball of yarn to make Dorset 

Buttons. The buttons can include 

the whole range of designs 

including Birdseye, and High 

Tops. All will be used in 

different works until I reach the 



As you may have gathered, I have 

a passion for Dorset Buttons, which I 

described as a very discreet button 

used originally to 

fasten clothing 

without being 

showy.  

So we don’t lose this 

local heritage craft, 

my aim is to help 

keep this tradition 

alive. For all of you 

who want to have a 

go at making a 

Dorset ‘Cartwheel’ 

button I have a 

worksheet that you 

can download from my website.  

Out of interest I checked to see 

how many times this worksheet has 

been downloaded and since the 

beginning of January it was over 900 

times! I don’t know who you are but 

thank you for your interest. 

On a few occasions, I have 

received emails from buttoners who 

have used this worksheet for specific 

projects. Pat sent me this lovely 

message “…I wanted to say thank 

you for your free instruction sheet on 

how to make Dorset Buttons. I belong 

to Bransgore Evening Womens 

Institute (WI) craft group. We decided 

to try making Dorset Buttons, We all 

had great fun…..” 

Another use for worksheet was put 

to good use by Sherborne WI for 

their Banner Project. Hazel Leggett 

contacted me for my permission to 

use my worksheet to include in work 

bags for this project she was 

organising:- 

“Some eighteen months ago the 

call went out for a banner for our 

W.I., as we have never had a specific 

banner depicting our W.I. within the 

local community. Many other W.I.s 

have banners which are used 

Well done Hope, your buttons are 
amazing considering you have been 
making for only three months. 

I know several experienced 
buttoners who still have difficulty 
with the spiral design.  

More on the humble Birdseye button by Anna 
McDowell 

News from Hope Wright—a new buttoner from 
Springfield, IL, USA 

particular, I was thrilled to receive 

an email from Roz Atkins who 

remembers a time “When my 

grandson was expected, I got busy 

knitting him a little cardigan. 

Birdseye buttons were the perfect 

finish. I find these quite quick and 

simple to do but do need to sample 

first”. 

Thank you Ros for sending me this 

image of your buttons. 

I agree with Ros, these are lovely 

simple buttons and quick to make. 

However, by their pure simplicity, 

they are like working on a blank 

canvas and can be used as 

embellishments or can be 

embellished. I have worked these 

buttons in a variety of yarns, 

including wool and cotton, and used 

them to add texture in textile 

collages. I have also used them to 

good effect as buttons on an alpaca 

cardigan worked in a very fine yarn. 

principally at monthly meetings and 

for special events   - AGMs etc - so I 

offered to take on the design and co-

ordination of the project.  

My aim – rather than completing 

the banner alone - was to invite and 

include as many members as 

possible to contribute in some way to 

the craft work. The work is 

progressing, and, after a great talk 

from Anna back in July last year, we 

have been able to continue the 

project by making some simple 

Dorset Buttons which will attach the 

‘strapping’ to hold the finished 

banner onto carrying poles.  

So…as they say…. Watch this 

space” 

I do enjoy hearing about how you 

have used my worksheets. If you 

have used it for any projects, you 

would like to share please contact 

me and if you agree, I will feature 

them in this eNewsletter. 

Dorset Button worksheets put to creative use 
by Anna McDowell 
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Many of you may remember my 

article on the humble Birdseye button 

in December’s 

edition of this 

eNewsletter. As 

a result of this, I 

have noticed 

several 

references to 

these lovely 

buttons from 

established 

buttoners. In 

I started making 

buttons less than three 

months ago and am 

working on about 

number 80! Thought I’d 

send you a picture of a 

pair of earrings I 

made.  

I found nice rings fastened to 

studs, it wasn’t as difficult as I 

expected to work around the posts. 

I did Swanston spirals, 20 wraps so 

I could do one over four and the 

other over five. So the two differ 

slightly but not noticeably, for my 

more conservative days. 

Image showing how Pat 
made use of her Dorset 

Buttons. 

https://henrysbuttons.co.uk/worksheets-and-tutorials.html
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I pride myself that I’m always 

ready for a challenge, especially 

one that I can use Dorset Buttons. 

I’m a member of the Dorset Arts & 

Crafts Association (DACA) and in 

2019, the Committee introduced a 

new challenge for their members 

called the ‘DACA Photo Challenge’. 

This was designed to encourage 

original design in any medium. 

Members were invited to submit a 

piece of work inspired by a 

photograph of an eroded stone 

wall. Work submitted included 

felting, weaving and pen and ink 

drawing – some using the patterns 

of the wall, some taking inspiration 

from the textures and colours.  

Unfortunately, stones did not 

inspire me so I did not submit a 

piece of work.  

The Committee have decided to 

repeat this challenge this year and 

have released a photo to their 

members as inspiration. Here are 

two details from this photo.  

Wales close to the border with 

Cheshire.  

I searched for Dorset Buttons on 

the internet and then found Henry’s 

Buttons and off I went. The three 

buttons in the image were the best of 

my efforts and I knitted the panel to 

sit them on for presentation. They 

took me months to finish as I have 

One of the challenges for our 2019 

W.I. Competition at the Denbigh Flint 

fair was to make three Dorset 

Buttons.  Until then I had never heard 

of them, but my interest was piqued 

because of my Dorset ancestry on my 

Dad’s side. It seemed this was meant 

to be my entry for Northop W.I. 

Northop is situated in north east 

very peculiar eyesight.  Not the 

winning entry which were so tiny and 

exquisite, but I was pleased with my 

efforts.  Scored 17 out of 20 points. 

Not bad eh!  

 

I send my congratulations and wish 
you every success for your next 
project. Best wishes Anna. 

The challenge is open to all 

members of DACA, and the idea is 

to use the photograph as 

inspiration to 

produce a design 

or piece of craft. 

This year the 

photograph 

certainly offers 

an opportunity 

for members to 

get inspired and 

use Dorset Buttons 

in a new way.  

Unfortunately, the DACA Summer 

exhibition has been cancelled but 

why not use this lockdown time to 

produce a piece of work that may 

well be able to exhibit at another 

event? 

Update - Should we celebrate the anniversary of the 

Dorset Button industry? by Anna McDowell 

Julia talks about 

Many of you who live in America 

and Australia mentioned that you 

would like to join with our 

celebrations. 

I feel this is certainly something 

we should take forward so what is 

the next step? Firstly, we need a 

brain-storming session to decide how 

we want to celebrate and whether 

there is any way we can include 

Dorset Button makers from overseas. 

Ideally, I would like this to become 

an international event. 

However, I will not be able to do 

this alone, I need help, so if there 

is anyone who is willing to support 

me in this project and become a 

member of a team, I would love to 

hear from you. Please contact me 

by emailing Anna. We can then 

organise a brain-storming session. 

We may be able to do this through 

Zoom! 

I look forward to hearing from 

you. 

Dorset Arts & Crafts Association new craft 
project by Anna McDowell 
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In 2022 we will be celebrating 400 

years since the birth of this cottage 

industry. In my December issue of 

this eNewsletter, I asked if you 

thought if this is an occasion we 

should celebrate. To judge your 

feelings, I asked you to complete an 

online survey. I was very surprised 

by your response as 99% of you said 

yes and many left very positive 

comments and suggestions. I even 

had offers of help. 

Some of you queried 
the year 1622. 

This is the year 
Mervyn Bright 
mentions in his 
booklet “Buttony The 
Dorset Heritage” 
printed in 1971. 
Abraham Case moved 
to Shaftesbury and 
started the Dorset 
Button industry.  

Images: showing details 
from this years DACA 

Photo Challenge 

mailto:dorsetbuttons@henrysbuttons.co.uk?subject=Celebrating%202022


Share your news, views and projects  
I’m always interested to hear your news, views and especially any projects you may be involved in featuring Dorset 

Buttons. From the emails I have received in the past, I know there are many talented buttoners amongst you. If you 

would be willing to share your Dorset Button news with other like-minded people, I would welcome contributions to 

this eNewsletter. Please email your information preferably with an image to Anna McDowell at 

dorsetbuttons@henrysbuttons.co.uk 

traditional and modern arts and 

crafts and organise an exhibition 

with twenty-four different craft 

sections including one for Dorset 

Buttons under the section for 

Traditional Dorset Crafts. This is 

an opportunity to help keep the 

heritage craft of Dorset Buttony 

alive by exhibiting your work. 

Look for the Traditional Dorset 

Crafts Section for details. 

Venue: The Purbeck School, 

Worgret Road, Wareham, BH20 

4PF 

Time: Friday to Monday 10.00am - 

5.00pm. Tuesday 10am - 4.pm 

Cost: Adults £5.00, Senior citizens 

£4.00, Children aged 6-16 £3.00, 

Children under 6 free, Families (2 

+ 3) £12.00, Pre-booked coach 

parties £3.50. Free for Members 

of the Association. 

Details: Dorset Arts and Crafts 
Association 

Venue: Sculpture by the Lakes, 

Pallington, Dorchester, Dorset 

DT2 8QU 

Time: 10.00am – 5.00pm 

Details: Entry £12.50. Further 

information Sculpture by the 

Lakes 

 

Wednesday 8th July 

Dinton WI 

Talk on Dorset Buttons 

10.00am – 12 noon 

 

Sunday 12th July 2020 

Romsey Quilters Quilt 

Exhibition  

10am – 4pm 

The Crosfield Hall, in the centre of 

the town. 

Romsey Abbey as part of the 

Romsey Festival 

 

Sunday 26th July 2020 

Shire Hall Historic 

Courthouse Museum 

Talk on Dorset Buttons 

High West St, Dorchester DT1 1UY  

1.00pm 

 

Friday 31st July – Tuesday 

4th August 2020 

Arts and Crafts Association 

Annual Exhibition 

The Dorset Arts and Crafts 

Association was founded in 

1907and is one of the oldest in 

the country. The Association is 

dedicated to the promotion of 

The Caronavirus lockdown hads 

meant that events for the next 

few months have been cancelled 

but at the time of going to press, 

this is the current position.  

I advise you to check before 

travelling or making any plans. 

 

Friday 3rd July – Sunday 5th 

July 2020 

Dorset Arts Festival 

A brand new three day festival 

showcasing the best artists and 

makers in Dorset. Over 50 artists, 

crafters, performers and 

musicians gather together at 

Sculpture by the Lakes to 

demonstrate their skills including 

Anna McDowell with her Dorset 

Buttons. The aim is to make the 

whole festival about seeing 

artists and crafters demonstrate 

their skills and exhibit their work 

so you can see and understand 

the process.  

Events for 2020 

For full details of all 

events please visit  

the Events Page on 

my website  

Henry’s Buttons 

Dorset Button workshop in 
my Studio at Undercliffe 

Cottage. 

If you interest in attending a 
workshop in my studio please 
contact me at  Studio 

Workshop 

One of the pieces I was going to exhibit 
during the Dorset Arts Weeks at the end of 
May. I worked this button on a 45cm 

wooden ring. 
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